Key information of HKU Centennial Campus

1. Need of the project

The Centennial Campus is built to:

· Accommodate the 40% increase of student numbers in 2012 due to the introduction of 4-year undergraduate curriculum, and increased intake of non-local students.

· Provide a state-of-the-art teaching and learning environment comparable to our vision of becoming a world-class university.

· Support the vision of building a University District and facilitate integration of the community and the university.

2. Location of the Centennial Campus 

· Centennial Campus is located to the west of the Main Campus. The site was occupied by Water Supplies Department and previously known as Elliot Pumping Station and Filters. Freshwater and saltwater stored in the reservoirs are currently used by the residents of the Central and Western District. 

· This is the only piece of developable land in the vicinity of the Main Campus.  The re-provisioning of the reservoirs is a challenging task and HKU adopts an innovative engineering approach of building caverns to store saltwater. Significant loss of tree cover has been avoided.  

3. Development principles
· The Learning Community: The ever-changing University landscape must support the intellectual curiosity, social well-being and spiritual life of all its residents and visitors.

· The Environment and Heritage: The University cherishes its unique natural environment and seeks a sustainable community that respects its history, culture and natural setting.

· A Unified Campus: Each physical change to the University estates - building, open space, neighbourhood - should enrich and harmonise with the whole community.

· An Open and Respected Process: As an integral part of Hong Kong, the University invites all who have an interest in its future to share their views. HKU has been actively engaging internal and external stakeholders right from the conceptual stage of the project. 
4. Key data of the project

· Cost of the whole project is more than HK$3 billion (including the reservoir works). The government funds 2.0 billion and HKU will need to raise the remaining amount

· Net operational floor area: 42130 square metres

· The three new buildings will be allocated to the Faculty of Arts, Faculty of Social Sciences and the Faculty of Law. The height of the three buildings will be 11 to 12 storeys.

· Three heritage buildings will be preserved in-situ, including the Senior Staff Quarters, the Workmen’s Quarters and the Treatment Works Building of the Elliot Pumping Station. 
5. Key features of the new campus
· A Lecture Centre, composed of a 1,000-seat lecture hall and several small halls and classrooms will be located below ground level.

· There will be three academic courtyards in the middle of the campus.  To the north, a new Entry Plaza and two heritage buildings will form the grand entrance to the new campus.
· A 24-hour Learning Commons will provide some 6,000 square metres of space for study, discussion, information access and learning assistance. 

· The Centennial Campus will be linked with the Main Campus through a two-level University Street to the east. 

· Elevators will connect the new campus with the future MTR station of West Island Line. 

· Greening and Sustainability elements will be adopted in the design of the campus, such as green roofing and vertical greening.

· About 500 trees will be planted in the Centennial Campus and the Main Campus. With an area of 4,000 square metres, the roof of the future reservoirs will become a new garden with more than a hundred trees.

· Integration with the community will be enhanced and the general public can gain access to the Lung Fu Shan Country Park through the new campus. 

6. Public consultation

· Extensive consultation has been conducted since 2005. Numerous meetings and workshops with residents and concerned groups were held.

· HKU presented the project to the District Council in March 2006, February 2007 and May 2008. The District Council supported the project.

· The Centennial Campus website has been revamped (www.hku.hk/cecampus) which includes updated information and data of the project.

7. Project Milestones
2006 Masterplan selected

2007    Commencement of the re-provisioning of reservoirs
Sept 2009
Completion of reservoir re-provisioning works




Commencement of the construction of Centennial Campus
2012


Completion of the Centennial Campus
