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Mr Pro-Chancellor, Professor Tsien, Distinguished Colleagues, Parents and Students, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to address this 181st Degrees Congregation of the University of Hong Kong.

Graduates of the Class of 2009, today marks both the end of one chapter in your lives, and the beginning of another.

You have spent many long years reaching this point, and you should be proud of yourselves. The University and I, and all those who have joined you here today, are certainly very proud of you. There is a very good reason for us to celebrate your achievements.
So on behalf of the University: Congratulations to you all!

As you now turn your thoughts to the road ahead, do not forget about the people who have helped you along your way. Remember that you have not reached this stage alone, and that at every step, there have been people who have believed in your talent and abilities. They have supported you either emotionally or financially or both. And they deserve your gratitude and all of our respect.

Dear graduates, while you are proceeding to the next stage of your lives, I have a few departing messages for you. 

First of all, we all know that we are now living in some very challenging times, where the flux of change has overwhelmed and shocked many around the world. And I am sure that you, as graduates, and your families will be concerned about the world you are about to enter.

My message to you is this: you must have confidence in yourselves, and you must persevere in the face of difficulties.

Having received your education at this University, you are now armed with a command of your respective disciplines, analytical abilities, intellectual skills, and the full strength that HKU has given you. I am sure that you will be able to survive well and compete successfully in whatever you decide to do. A little setback should not deter you for too long.

Therefore, be confident in yourselves! Persevere in the face of difficulties! After all, you are graduating from Hong Kong’s first and foremost university and one of the top institutions of higher learning in the world.

Second, may I remind you that there are smart ways of doing things but no shortcuts; there are wise solutions to problems but no quick fixes. You must be true to yourself; you must use your knowledge with integrity; and you must be a responsible member of the community. In what ever you do or when you are in doubt, remember the motto of your alma mater – Sapientia et Virtus, or 【明德格物】.
Third, I want you to remember that life is a journey of continual learning, and that in today’s knowledge-based economy, you will need to be a lifelong learner if you are to make the most of your personal potential in the long run.

We are living in fast-changing times. We also live in a world that is more scientifically and technologically advanced than at any other time in history. We are very much technically connected and interdependent. 
I wish to remind you, however, that although the ways we communicate are new and different, the sense of community and belonging we all feel remains the same.

And the combination of technological advancement and globalisation means that the community that you interact with now stretches right around the world. So do your responsibilities to this global community.
As HKU graduates, you must rise to the challenges and opportunities of global citizenship; embrace your responsibilities and understand the impact your choices will have on others, across boundaries of nation, race, and religion. 
For all the gifts of knowledge and learning HKU has bestowed upon you, you must learn to use them with wisdom and virtue, in a way that is right for the times. 

Finally, dear graduates, there is a world of opportunities out there waiting for you! I urge you to make the most of them, and I wish you the very best of luck in your journey.

Remember that you will always be a member of the HKU Family!
HKU will always be your University. We are proud of your achievements and you ought to be proud of your own achievements too.

And indeed, the University will be counting on your support and loyalty to help us ensure that the HKU experience will be as special for future generations of students as it was for you.

Again, my warmest congratulations to you, and I wish you all the very best in the next stage of your lives.
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